

	

	
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
30 PAYSON HILL ROAD, PO BOX 163
RINDGE, NH  03461
Tel. (603) 899-5181      Fax (603) 899-2101    TDD  1-800-735-2964



Minutes for Meeting of
August 10, 2015

Meeting Convened at 7:00 p.m.
Conservation Commission members present: David Drouin, Al Lefebvre, Bill Preston, Fred Rogers, Richard Mellor
Alternate members present and voting: Jan Griska
Residents/Public present: Kelen Geiger, Al Seagraves, Hank Bock, Andre Aho, Tom Forest

OLD BUSINESS:
· Acoustic Survey – Fred Rogers reported that Scott Reynolds will come to visit sometime in the future to discuss conducting a survey.
· Pipeline
· Regional Conservation Commission meeting – Bill Preston reported on the meeting held in Milford on August 8.  Many conservation commissions from various towns had signed a letter prepared by the regional team explaining its opposition to the KM pipeline and its well documented reasons for opposition.  The deadline for other towns to respond has been extended August 29 to provide time for additional commissions to review the letter and to sign it.  The letter will be sent to FERC and to state and federal officials.
· Next abutters meeting will be held Wednesday, August 12 at the Rec Center.
· Nashua and Milford – Commission members who attended these meetings in July felt positive about attendance and comments that were made to FERC during these scoping sessions.  The Commission is awaiting an announcement about the scoping session to be held in Cheshire County and noted the reticence of FERC to schedule the session in Rindge 
although a number of venues are available to handle a large number of attendees.
· Natural resources survey
· Invoice for Rick Van de Poll – Mellor will prepare a requisition for Rick’s expenses and leave in the CC’s mailbox for members to sign and passed along to Ellen Smith for processing.
· Mass Audubon, Camp Wildwood summer projects – update
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Mellor explained had an invoice ($88.87 total) for project materials for work to repair the bridge at the dam at Converse Meadows.  He prepared an expense voucher which was passed around for signatures.
· At Converse Meadows, Camp Wildwood campers and staff repaired tent platforms and cleaned them and put preservative on them; good work with very helpful campers; 
· Tetreault Park – older campers from Wildwood assisted and built tent platforms.  Chalk lines were used to mark the boards for additional nailing as they had run out of nails.  They need a little more time to complete the nailing.  Larry Harris has mowed but may need new blades and the Commission will reimburse him for the cost. 
· Beach replenishment on Florence Ave at Lake Contoocock, Map 46, Lot 11, by Roger Lafarier for the Woodmere Association, issues with NHDES.
· Al Seagraves spoke and provided a revised wetlands permit application.  Al indicated that he knew it was an after-the-fact application.
· The Commission’s questions focused on the amount of sand that was deposited at the beach in the original application and Seagrave did not disagree that it was incorrect.  He indicated Woodmere was trying to correct past errors.
· Drouin reviewed the revised application and Site Review Report with Seagraves, Bock and the Commission members.  He indicated that a copy of the Site Review Report should be attached to the Wetlands Application that the Association will submit to DES. (Note: a copy of the Site Review Report was provided to Seagrave for his submission to DES.)
· It was the consensus of the Commission that the revised wetlands application properly reflects the amount of sand deposited at the beach area.
· Boat Landing Wetlands Application:
· This was also an after-the-fact application for the boat ramp that was installed along the waterfront.
· The project description was revised for resubmission
· Drouin reviewed with Seagraves the steps to follow to file this application with DES
· Seagrave will resubmit to DES.
· Water Testing:  this will remain on the Commission’s agenda for future discussion
· Phil Simeone explained an invoice ($20) he had received for the water testing conducted at Converse Meadows for the Commission.  He prepared an expense voucher which four members signed.

NEW BUSINESS:
· Andre T. Aho - ATA Construction for DES Expedited Application Review for wetlands crossing permit and site review at Robbins Rd, Map 1 Lot 9
· Andre and Tom Forest (Forest Designs, Wetland Scientist) presented the wetlands application and maps outlining the project and the wetlands’ crossings
· Location of the two wetlands were identified as well and two culverts would be installed through them.
· The Commission reviewed the materials and there was consensus to approve and sign the Wetlands application.
· There was discussion on the need for ZBA approval for a special exception due to the wetlands crossing but since there were less than 3000 sq. ft., the Commission did not believe it was needed.  Drouin indicated he would discuss the issue with the Planning Director however.  The Commission agreed however that the project was appropriate and had no objections or concerns as presented.
· No Site Review by the Commission is needed.
· Robyn Payson – Conservation Commission encroachment on property; Conservation Layer and NH Granit; survey info: Book C11D8 Page 0800 the Deed Book and Page is 1832-0800
· Robyn did not attend and this issue was not discussed.
· Intent to Log issues – review after and during logging is not needed unless an issue is brought to the attention of the Commission or other town officials.
· 2016 Source Water Protection Grants - new grant applications are available.
· Filing Update – Lefebvre explained that revisions to the filing is underway as hanging folders were purchased however the cost exceeded $50 allotted; the Commission approved the additional amount ($5.92).
· Eversource notifications – the Commission reviewed the conditions under which Eversource is expected to notify the Commission of any work being done that affects wetlands.  It was explained that when a pole is to be replaced and Eversource needs to cross wetlands, the Commission would be contacted.
· Mr. Martin contacted Drouin about the granite chair that will be situated at Converse Meadows in memory of his parents.  He was directed to contact Peterborough Granite about wording for benches and indicated that it’s up to Martin for the preferred wording.  Hopefully the chair will be installed in good weather and before the cold sets-in.

SITE VISITS:  None.

CORRESPONDENCE:

OFFICIAL NOTICES:  None.

FINANCIAL REPORTS: Land Use Change tax updated on 7/29; $29,751 collected but some 2014 $$ were collected in 2015 and applied to Conservation Fund.

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  July 23, 2013.  With minor changes, the minutes were approved 5-0 with 1 abstention (Simeone)

NEXT MEETING:  August 27, 2015 – want to take up town land inventory issues in non-public session.  		Meeting adjourned at 9:07pm
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