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[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes for Meeting on
August 27, 2015

Meeting Convened at 7:03 p.m.
Conservation Commission members present: David Drouin, Al Lefebvre, Bill Preston, Richard Mellor, Phil Simeone, Fred Rogers
Alternate members present and voting: Jan Griska

OLD BUSINESS:
· Acoustic Survey – Fred Rogers reported that he had not heard back from Scott Reynolds and therefore may talk with Jacques Veilleux in the next week to see if he could conduct the acoustic survey.
· Pipeline
· Congratulations were expressed to the Regional Conservation Commissions for obtaining the agreement from the Conservation Commissions of thirty-five towns to a letter that will be sent to state and federal officials and to FERC that outlines conservation issues and concerns to the proposed KM pipeline.  Bill Preston had obtained the signature of the Jaffrey Conservation Commission the night before.
· On a frustrating note, it was noted that the New Ipswich Conservation Commission did not sign the letter.
· It was also noted that Southwest Regional Planning Commission (SWRPC) was hired by AECOM for Kinder-Morgan to complete a survey of various town resources.  Some towns did not provide SWRPC with the information they wanted and directed them to find out the information themselves.
· Jan Griska mentioned that in some filing documents with FERC, KM indicates that some people provided the information that was listed for Rindge although this is disputed.  
· Methane gas and EPA emission standards were mentioned as a problem for going forward with the pipeline.
· Natural resources survey
· Invoice was received from Rick Van de Poll for $595; Mellor mentioned it was overdue and that it needed to be paid. 
· Mellor indicated that some people who haven’t signed an approval for the natural resources survey and that he will attempt to contact them with Jan Griska’s assistance.
· Mass Audubon, Camp Wildwood summer projects
· Richard has had no further contact with the staff and has no information on project status but thinks it will take about another hour of work to complete.
· Water Testing – nothing new; will remain on the agenda for future meetings.
· Wetlands & Non-Site Specific Permit approval from DES for Eversouce work on Middle Winchendon Rd was received and contained the Conservation Commission’s recommendations
· Contoocook project update – Van Dyke’s excavator remains at the site and the Town has received calls that it remains there and with concerns about possible oil leaks.
· Richard went to the NH Dept. of Revenue & Economic Development with necessary information to complete the grant.

NEW BUSINESS:
· Robyn Payson – Conservation Commission encroachment on property; Conservation Layer and NH Granit; survey info: Book C11D8 Page 0800 the Deed Book and Page is 1832-0800 – Robyn did not attend again and this agenda item will be removed from future agenda unless she contacts the Commission again.
· 2016 Source Water Protection Grants only one town well and thus not apply to us
· Conferences-Annual Meetings – Richard and David spoke to each of the upcoming events and possible attendance.
· Pollinator Summit - Grappone Center, Concord - 11/2/15 - 8 am - 4 pm - $35; open to general public; RM will keep CC informed 
· NHACD Annual Meeting - Grappone Center, Concord 11/3/15 – Richard will attend for Conservation Commission and for Cheshire County 
· CCCD & NHACC Potluck - Stonewall Farm – Tues 9/15/15 - 6 - 8 pm  - RSVP 
· CCCD 70th Annual Meeting at Keene Country Club, 11/5, 6:00 p.m. - $20, RSVP Needed; specializing on fisheries – Richard Mellor will attend.
· Labor Day Events at Distant Hills Gardens, 507 March Hill Road, Walpole, NH 0360: (9/5 -Geology of Water, $5.00, 10:00 – Noon) & (9/6 Mushroom ID Workshop & Tasting, 3:00 – 6:00 pm, $10.00)
· Weinberg Easement update – Mellor saw Ann Mc Bride of Monadnock Conservancy who indicated that she received correspondence from their Concord lawyer who feels the revised easement with all lands will receive approval of Executive Council.
· Membership invoice for NH Association of Conservation Commissions 2016 membership for $362.  It was agreed to hold payment until 2016 to coincide with the Town’s budget
· Contoocook & North Branch Local Advisory Committee (CNBRLAC) will ask for annual donation.  Will likely contribute.

SITE VISITS:  None.

CORRESPONDENCE:

OFFICIAL NOTICES:  None.

FINANCIAL REPORTS: 2015 Land use tax report and available funds were discussed.  The 2015 adjusted budget was also discussed and noted that we are now under budget.

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  August 10, 2015
Motion to accept made by Phil Simeone and second by Jan Griska.  Minor spelling correction made to Rick Van de Poll’s name.  Minutes were accepted 6-0.

NEXT MEETING:  September 14, 2015

Meeting adjourn 8:27 pm
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