

	

	
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
30 PAYSON HILL ROAD, PO BOX 163
RINDGE, NH  03461
Tel. (603) 899-5181      Fax (603) 899-2101    TDD  1-800-735-2964



Minutes for Meeting on
September 14, 2015

Meeting Convened at 7:00 p.m.
Conservation Commission members present: David Drouin, Al Lefebvre, Bill Preston, Fred Rogers.  Alternate members present and voting: Jan Griska
Meeting adjourned at 8:45pm

OLD BUSINESS:
· Acoustic Survey – Fred Rogers reported that he learned that an acoustic survey should be done from mid-May to mid-August and that we must also have physical specimens to show actual endangered species.  David asked that the Commission be on the list for a survey with Jacques Veilleux’ in 2016.  Fred said he will try to get Jacques for the May-June time period.  In meantime David indicated that the Commission needs to develop a scope document for the project.  
· Pipeline
· Milford Meeting – Bill Preston reported at the last meeting of the regional Conservation Commissions it was decided that it had accomplished its original goal with the letter to the Governor and FERC and would no longer meet. New Ipswich and Richmond did not sign the letter that was sent.  New Ipswich did not want to take a stand but it wanted to hold its position at the table on wetlands. It also was deferring to the state on the compressor station supposedly because the state has the expertise. Richmond is keeping an aggressively neutral stand on the pipeline.  The regional Conservation Commission’s letter has been posted to the NHACC website.  It is also on the Rindge Conservation Commission’s website.
· In place of the monthly regional Conservation Commission meetings, the Regional Open Space Team (ROST) will meet on the first Friday of the month.  This group needs more members.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Fred mentioned the email message from Maryann Harper to Catherine Owen Koning of FPU about the FERC meeting at FPU on September 29.  He also mentioned that FPU is still trying to put together a student discussion about the pipeline.
· Jan Griska explained issues with the KM surveyors and local residents with regards to an EIS survey on Perry Road a week ago and the call he made to FERC and the return calls from FERC and KM.
· Al Lefebvre mentioned the efforts of the Rindge Pipeline Awareness Group to raise funds from comedian Lenny Clarke’s show at Hidden Hills on October 15 with the hope that members will purchase a ticket and enjoy the evening.
· Natural resources survey
· Invoice for Rich Van de Poll – Al mentioned that a revised invoice is needed from Rick for processing.
· Water Testing is still open issue
· Contoocook project update – the excavator was removed but in the future the Commission needs to reconsider donated work in view of the problems that were created with this project.

NEW BUSINESS:
· David reviewed the EPA Meeting on Green infrastructure techniques for storm water management/Rain Gardens, Hinsdale, Sept. 17-18, Hinsdale Town Office for any interested in attending.
· David received a Kinder-Morgan request for meeting with the Conservation Commission. David read the letter and noticed that no map was enclosed as was indicated in the letter.  David said he had replied to KM & informed them when the CC meets and provided meeting dates. He requested ample notice for when they want to meet.
· Al reported the results of the first meeting of the Planning Board’s Subcommittee on Vision and Master Plan.  The committee reviewed and revised the vision statement.
· David received a call from Peterborough Granite for the benches at Converseville Meadow and suggested that the company go to Converse Meadows to view how the previous benches were made.
· Camp Starfish Wetland Shoreland Application for DES. Map 3 Lot 71.  The Commission reviewed the application but since the Commission did not sign it, the application will be filed.
· Bill Preston suggested putting a sign-in book at the kiosk at Tetreault Park.  The Commission agreed it was a good idea.
· Conferences-Annual Meetings 
· Pollinator Summit - Grappone Center, Concord - 11/2/15 - 8 am - 4 pm - $35 
· NHACD Annual Meeting - Grappone Center, Concord 11/3/15 
· CCCD & NHACC Potluck - Stonewall Farm - 9/15/15 - 6 - 8 pm  - RSVP 
· CCCD 70th Annual Meeting at Keene Country Club, 11/2, 6:00 p.m. - $20, RSVP Needed

SITE VISITS:  None.

CORRESPONDENCE:

OFFICIAL NOTICES:  None.

FINANCIAL REPORTS: Financial Report for August was reviewed and the CC is presently under budget at present but will have expenses coming in the fall.  The State of NH sent a check for $1277.26 for Contoocook Complex property grant.  There is now $295,667 in the CC Trust Fund and $30,193 in the CD but includes some funds from last year that had not been transferred into the fund.  

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  August 27, 2015; Bill moved to approve with a Second by Jan. all approved.

NEXT MEETING:  September 24, 2015 – Al requested that members send agenda items by Monday.
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