

	

	
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
30 PAYSON HILL ROAD, PO BOX 163
RINDGE, NH  03461
Tel. (603) 899-5181      Fax (603) 899-2101    TDD  1-800-735-2964



Minutes for Meeting on
October 12, 2015

Meeting Convened at 7:02 p.m.
Conservation Commission members present: David Drouin, Al Lefebvre, Bill Preston, Richard Mellor, Phil Simeone, Fred Rogers.  Alternate members present and voting: Jan Griska
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm

OLD BUSINESS:
· Acoustic Survey – Fred Rogers reported that Jacques Veilleux is willing to come to a future Commission meeting.  The Commission members indicated they would prefer a meeting sooner rather than later.  Fred said Jacques has the dates of future meetings and will firm up a date in the next week.
· Pipeline Update
· KM/TGP meeting request.  David indicated that KM in the latest email requested if the Commission would be open to special meeting. David said no since KM had had plenty of time to request a date and because members have jobs and other commitments.  He mentioned that KM is waiting to hear from all other towns before scheduling a meeting in Rindge which does not make sense since the Commission indicated its availability some time ago.  What difference does it make when other towns schedule a meeting?
· FERC’s EIS consultants’ visit to Rindge.  Bill Preston and Al Lefebvre attended a regional meeting of Conservation Commission members where it was mentioned that the FERC Environmental Impact Survey Consultants had been to Mason to survey land and mentioned that they had been in Rindge the day before.  As a result David had emailed Jane Pitt to determine if such a meeting had been held and she indicated that no meeting of any kind took place in Rindge and that she had not had any contact with FERC reps. Selectman Bob Hamilton who was present at the Commission meeting said he would expect a written request from FERC for such a meeting..
· Fitzwilliam letter to Cheshire County – David mentioned a letter sent by the Fitzwilliam Conservation Commission to our Cheshire County representatives.  It was a well prepared letter that expressed concerns with the pipeline.
· Jan Griska mentioned that KM says monitoring teams are harassing the survey teams and have asked police assistance to protect their employees.  Jan and Al indicated that teams are monitoring surveyors for trespassing issues on land where owners have refused access but have not interfered with the KM employees but instead contact affected landowners and police.  It may be a ruse on the part of KM to obtain sympathy.
· Water Testing – still on back burner
· Planning Board – Subcommittee on Vision Statement – review of proposed changes.  Al mentioned that the subcommittee is making progress completing a paragraph a month at its hourly meeting.  He had asked the Planning Board Chairman and the Director if it was acceptable for the subcommittee to be working on Chapter 2 (and possibly 3) as its original charge was only a vision statement.  Phil Simeone indicated that the Planning Board was OK with the current direction.
· Silvio Conte National Fish & Wildlife Refuge expansion – Bill Preston explained that he had reviewed the online summary of the expansion proposal and explained the goals of the plan. The National Fish and Wildlife Administration requires all refuges to conduct a review of its plans and to include plans for the future.  The current plan is a response to that requirement.  In 15 years of this refuge only 36% of the total land goals of the plan have been obtained and that land acquisitions are typically obtained when they appear on the market.  Richard explained his recent experience with viewing part of the refuge in NH and thinks it will be an asset.  He does not think it will be a land grab and would  happy to be part of the refuge and mentioned that he contacted the planners to obtain additional information but so far has not received a response.  Keep on agenda for present.
· Pollinator planting October 19th?  On Contoocook Marsh; Jeff Littleton is picking-up plants this week and is planning to do the planning on Monday, October 19 at 8:00 am.  Jeff will lay out all of the plants in the planting locations; Jeff and the Commission are open to having the public to help with the planting starting at 10:00 am.  
· Conferences-Annual Meetings 
· Pollinator Summit - Grappone Center, Concord - 11/2/15 - 8 am - 4 pm - $35 
· NHACD Annual Meeting - Grappone Center, Concord 11/3/15 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]CCCD 70th Annual Meeting at Keene Country Club, 11/5, 6:00 p.m. - $20, RSVP Needed
· NHACC – 11/7 at Pembroke Academy – any member can attend but needs to sign-up

NEW BUSINESS:
· Intent to Log – Hunt Hill Rd., Scott Ames, Map 6 Lot 47.  David read the contents of the intent form and pointed out the location on the tax map.
· Town auction of property – town owned land on Able Rd. Richard discussed previous logging work by the Commission and how funds were/were not dispersed and the value in doing logging effectively for maximum return.  It would be good to obtain logging permission on the Able Rd auction property before subdividing and auctioning in the spring.
· Variance application for wetlands ordinance.  Map 5 Lots 4, 4-4 through 4-8 on Delton Dr. by Matt Sauvola for Matt & Melinda Sauvola, Jared & Jaycee Sauvola, Tyler & Tahnee Seppala, Keith & Janelle Hodgman, Dane & Heather Sauvola.  Richard moved that Conservation Commission does not oppose the paving of Delton Drive because previous work concerns were addressed during the road’s upgrade.  The move was second by Fred and all members approved.  Draft minutes are to be sent Susan Hoyland of the Planning Office for forwarding to Board of Adjustment for their consideration.
· Natural Resource Advisory Committee meeting will be Wednesday, October 14th at 3:30 in Keene with Emily Preston of NH Fish and Game, on the updated NH Wildlife Action Plan.  Richard & Bill will attend this meeting.
· Trail Work at Converse Meadow, Tent Platforms at Tetreault.  David was at Tetreault and screws were not completed on the tent platforms. Jan will contribute the needed screws.  David indicated that we also need to do more trail marking in the various areas and as well as put up some more signage.  At Converse Meadows trail signs need more work and clarification and perhaps the Commission needs to purchase/obtain some colored trail markers to clarify trails to users.  
· NH DES Shoreland Impact Permit (#2015-02339), Camp Starfish c/o Emily Golinsky on Monomonac Rd.  Permit from DES was reviewed.
· Kelen Geiger mentioned that FPU appeared Sunday’s Keene Sentinel and the article mentioned that the university was going to place a large number of acres into easement however commission members indicated that the easement is still under considered by FPU (as it has in the past).

SITE VISITS:

CORRESPONDENCE:

OFFICIAL NOTICES:  None.

FINANCIAL REPORTS: 

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  September 24, 2015
	Motion to approve by Phil and seconded by Jan; all approved.

NEXT MEETING:  October 22, 2015
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