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Minutes for Meeting on
November 9, 2015

Meeting Convened at 7:03 p.m.
Conservation Commission members present: David Drouin, Al Lefebvre, Bill Preston, Richard Mellor, Fred Rogers, Phil Simeone.  Alternate member present and voting: Jan Griska
Public Present: Kelen Geiger, Jacques Veilleux
Meeting adjourned at 9:40 pm

OLD BUSINESS:
· Acoustic Survey 
Jacques Veilleux was present to discuss acoustic surveys.  He has studied bats for a number of years.  He indicated that only the northern long-earned bat is endangered in this area.
Richard Mellor mentioned that the Commission wants a neutral, third party to survey for bats in the Rindge area of the pipeline that affect conservation lands.  Jacques indicated that there will also be a survey conducted by another firm for the US Fish &Wildlife agency as part of pipeline application.  Using an acoustic instrument can only provide a likelihood, in percentages, that certain bat species are in the area however, US Fish & Wildlife will accept those data.  
Jacques indicated that it is best to actually capture a northern long-eared bat and other species as actual proof of their presence. He recommends waiting to do a survey until the second or third week in July because weather is better and pups are also flying.  The cost for two nights for him is about $2700-$3100 while a private, permitted and licensed firm can cost a premium (in the $4000-$5000 range).  Jacques is away in June and July and would be unable to perform a survey for Rindge. 
Scott Reynolds of Northeast Ecological Services of St. Paul’s School conducts surveys and may be available for our timeframe and it would be best to contact him now to schedule a possible survey.  He recommends two nights with both nets and acoustic instruments.  Nets must be checked every 10 minutes and we could get volunteers to serve as runners to check them.  He recommends asking Scott to put up nets and to use the acoustic instrument.  
Fish & Wildlife requires a survey for every kilometer of the pipeline and Jacques suggests finding put what they are requiring for these surveys. If an acoustic survey finds a northern long-eared bat, then Fish & Wildlife may require a net catch.
· Pipeline Update
· KM/TGP meeting request – nothing new
· Temple Meeting with DES – Al reported on the DES meeting in Temple and how the DES and SEC assess pipeline applications and after they are installed.  He mentioned the slide presentation on the gas emissions that a pipeline discharges.
· Zoning articles – Jan is working with Jason on the Planning Board to revise/revise some proposed requirements for pipeline work with regards to blasting and digging.
· FPU panel discussion natural gas and the future of energy, Nov 12 at 6:00 pm at the Fieldhouse.  Charlie Eicher is on Rindge’s Town & Gown Committee along with Rob Hamilton and Ellen Smith’s husband as possible contacts on FPU’s stand on using a proposed pipeline.
· Water Testing – nothing new however at session at NHACC grant writing suggest possibility for funding projects.
· Vision Statement – nothing new- next meeting on 11/12
· Conferences-Annual Meeting Update
· Pollinator Summit - Grappone Center, Concord - 11/2/15 - 8 am - 4 pm.  Jan & Richard was both impressed with the number and variety of pollinators. It was a good conference with many in attendance. 
· NHACD Annual Meeting - Grappone Center, Concord 11/3/15 – Richard reported that wood chips are important part of the NH economy; 
· CCCD 70th Annual Meeting at Keene Country Club, 11/2, 6:00 pm– Richard attended and found the meeting very informative and useful.
· NHACC annual meeting at Pembroke Academy on 11/. David, Richard, Bill, Phil and Al attended and reported on the various sessions they attended.  William mentioned a petition to NH Fish &Game to stop having a bobcat hunting period.  The Commission voted to express its concerns about bobcat hunting to Fish & Game.

NEW BUSINESS:
· Best Management Practices for Pearly Pond.  This is a project headed by Catherine Owen Koning of FPU to apply best management practices to Pearly Pond and to test water quality. Richard made a motion for the Commission to authorize up to $1500 for the Pearly Pond project to come from the Conservation Fund.  The motion was seconded by Phil with all members in favor.
· Richard mentioned possibility of funds from ARM (Aquatic Resource Management) which we should think about in the future.
· Budget Worksheet for 2016

NON-PUBLIC SESSION – REAL ESTATE
	Phil motioned to go into Non-public session and was seconded by Bill with all members approving.  After discussion of the topic Bill voted to seal minutes which was seconded by Fred with all members in favor.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Phil made a motion to end the non-public session which was seconded by Jan and with all members in favor.

SITE VISITS:  None.
CORRESPONDENCE:
OFFICIAL NOTICES:  None.
FINANCIAL REPORTS: 

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  October 22, 2015 Bill motioned to accept minutes; Phil motioned to accept with minor changes. Fred seconded with six in favor and one abstention.

NEXT MEETING:  December 14, 2015
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