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Draft Minutes for Meeting on
December 14, 2015

Meeting Convened at 7:06 p.m.
Conservation Commission members present: David Drouin, Al Lefebvre, Bill Preston, Richard Mellor, Fred Rogers.  Alternate members present and voting: Jan Griska
Public Present: Kelen Geiger
Meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm

OLD BUSINESS:
· Pipeline Update - KM/TGP meeting request – In spite of David Drouin’s offer to meet on a number of dates, David reported that has not yet received a response from Kinder-Morgan.  The Commission notified KM of our availability for a meeting in September but has not heard anything more.  The lack of a response to the Commission’s availability was mentioned at the SEC meeting on December 3 at Hidden Hills by Selectman Bob Hamilton.  At the SEC meeting, KM listed conservation commissions as partners in the building of the pipeline ignoring the fact that it has made no effort to meet with Rindge’s Conservation Commission.  Jan mentioned that some people in town think that the Rindge Commission is not being open to KM for a mitigation meeting and is taking a hardline about meeting with them. David indicated that we have been open and available to meet and that we’re not taking a hardline stand against a meeting.  The Commission feels that those who believe the Commission is taking a hardline stand against a meeting are uniformed about the facts concerning the matter.
· Water Testing – Richard indicated there was nothing new to report. David mentioned the issue had come up during his meeting with Selectmen and the Budget Advisory Committee and he told them that the Commission had discussed plans to develop a plan for testing in spring 2016 for the whole town and especially for those within 1000’ of the proposed pipeline.  David indicated that the Commission should discuss training, planning and organizing for testing at the January Commission meeting.
· Aquatic Resource Management funds – Richard – suggested that the Commission develop a list for KM mitigation such as the ones developed for Home Depot, landfills and other areas.  David suggested that Richard draft a list of possible projects.  Rick Van de Poll said he would be back in town next week to survey land areas and that we should include that in the project list.
· Vision Statement – Al reported that progress has been made on Chapter 2 of the Master Plan and should finish that at the next meeting in January.  The subcommittee has not discussed the document he developed to items being left out of the developing Master Plan.
· 2016 Budget – David met with BOS & BAC to review last year’s budget and how 2016 was developed to take better into consideration how funds are spent.  David explained the budget changes for 2016 to the Commission.  
· Martin bench – Peterborough Granite.  David explained the planned location of the granite bench proposed by the Martin family. Peterborough Granite suggested carving lettering into the granite instead of a brass plaque that could be damaged or removed. Peterborough Granite will install the bench at the desired location.

NEW BUSINESS:
· Doreen Richard attended the meeting to request permission to create an access to the Town Forest conservation land by creating a trail from her property to the Town Forest (at Map 2 Lot 8).  Ms. Richard asked permission to bring in gravel to fill holes and create a trail for horseback riding.  Discussion followed with Ms. Richard showing pictures of the affected area and its location on the town map.  Although the Commission was inclined to approve the access it thought it best to have a site visit by next spring (sooner if weather holds and on a weekend) before giving final approval. Doreen will return to set a date for site visit in spring.  The Commission also didn’t think it would set a precedent because future requests would be handled individually.
· Natural Resources Inventory – Bill Preston suggests a town-wide natural resources inventory should be conducted to fulfill Commission responsibilities.  He said other towns are conducting such surveys to fulfill Conservation Commission responsibilities and noted Jaffrey’s survey document.  Bill indicated that NH Fish & Game has staff that will come to town to assist with the survey.  The Commission members agreed that this would be a good project, possibly for spring 2016.  The Commission will need volunteers to assist.  Bill will look into what it will take to get started.
· Zoning proposals – Jan Griska reported that he has been working with Jason Paolini and Jane Pitt to develop blasting and other zoning ordinances.  Jan indicated that the DES – Division of Safety has documents that guide towns to develop ordinances or planning rules.
· Intent to Cut – Map 4 Lots 1 & 14 at Weatherbee Hill Rd., Greg Hodgson; Richard suggests site visit after cutting since there are wetlands involved.
· Intent to Cut Map 7 Lot 63 at Cutter Hill Rd by Nathan Olson
· 2016 Projects
· Trail work at Converse and Tetreault - completed
· Camping platforms at Tetreault
· Need to develop a list of projects
· Year-end wrap report – David needs input on Pearly Pond project and others conducted during the past year. 
· Wetlands Permit by Notification to repair docking at Map 37 Lot 22-3 on Pool Pond; notification from DES that information is missing.
· DES Notification of Incomplete Application for Map 37 Lot 22 for Gordon Webber
· DES Map 4 Lot 13 – Approval to start work applied for by Brain Couture
· DES Map 4 Lot 1 by Intervarsity Christian Fellowship at Toah Nipi – approval to begin work.
· Rindge Conservation Corp – Friends of Conservation. Al suggested that the Commission create a corps of volunteers who would be interested in assisting with Commission projects in the future.  Richard mentioned that Chesterfield has a very active such group and thinks it would be good to develop one in Rindge.  Al will coordinate the creation of such a group. 
· Conservation Commission members as listed by Nancy Martin – need to confirm
· David Drouin, Chair - 2016
· Richard Mellor – 2018
· William Preston, Vice-Chair – 2017
· Fred Rogers – 2018
· Phil Simeone – 2017
· Al Lefebvre, Secretary – 2017
· Anne Thomas – 2015?
· Jan Griska, Alternate 2018
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Commission discussed the above dates and clarified that Anne Thomas is an Alternate member.  It then realized that the Commission has only six regular members and two Alternates. Al then motioned and Bill seconded to recommend to Board of Selectmen to appoint Jan Griska as a full, regular member of CC.  The note was 5 yes, 0 No and 1 abstention.

· Land Use Change Tax – David reported on funds collected during FY 2015.

· Kelen Geiger reported that DES has turned down Woodmere application for work at its beach and that a surveyor had been onsite to determine how many docks could be put in.  David explained there were two types of docks, residential and commercial, and that this might affect their dock application with DES.

NON-PUBLIC SESSION – REAL ESTATE 
Bill Preston made a motion for the Commission to go into non-public session per RSA 91-A:3 and was seconded by Fred.  All Commission members approved to enter non-public session.
After meeting in non-public session a motion to adjourn from the non-public session was made by Fred and seconded by Jan.  All members present approved.

SITE VISITS:  None.
CORRESPONDENCE:
OFFICIAL NOTICES:  None.

FINANCIAL REPORTS: Update on revised budget; November reports

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  November 9, 2015

NEXT MEETING:  January 11, 2016
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