





Draft Minutes for Meeting on
April 28, 2016


Meeting convened at 7:12 P.M. at the Town Office.
Conservation Commission Members present: David Drouin, Richard Mellor, Phil Simeone, Fred Rogers, Jan Griska, Bill Preston

Others present: K. Geiger, H. Koski, D. Richards

OLD BUSINESS:
· Pipeline Update
Drouin expressed the sentiment that the halt to the pipeline process was very good news, but that all must remain vigilant.  Griska noted that KM-TGP plans to provide an update of their plans to FERC by June 26, which may clarify the situation.  Simeone mentioned impending federal actions which may ease export process, which could influence KM-TGP going forward.

· Water Testing – Mellor
Mellor outlined the schedule for water sampling.   Test kits available before this evening’s meeting and on Saturday at the Transfer Station between 8:00 and 3:00.  About 20 parties have already received kits.  Collection of the samples will occur on Sunday, May 1, again at the Transfer Station, between 10:00 and 2:00.  Mellor will transport the samples on Monday morning.  Several coolers will be needed to keep the samples at the proper temperature.  The Commission needs to make plans for a summer water sample collection.

· Acoustic Survey – Rogers
All agreed that we wish to have the acoustic survey continue, even without the impending pipeline threat.  Rogers will contact Scott Reynolds, inform him that we wish him to proceed, and request a formal proposal including costs.  Griska reported an email from Anne Thomas about a NH Audubon bat monitoring program using vehicles.

· Wetlands at Transfer Station Update – Drouin
Mellor reported that he and Tom Peragallo met with Mike Cloutier, and found him to be agreeable and helpful in addressing the wetlands issue.  Mike offered some materials and manpower to do the needed work, and he will also communicate with DES about the wetland work.  The work is planned for this summer.

· DES Woodmere Approval
David read the letter from DES describing the acceptance of the Woodmere projects.  There was disappointment that the Commission’s concerns and comments were ignored.  Mellor described his conversation with DES personnel which provided some explanation (e.g. couldn’t distinguish “old sand” from “new sand”).  Mellor pointed out that such large-scale projects must be reviewed by the Governor’s Council before any permit is issued, and that there is an opportunity for an appeal of the DES decision before any action takes place.  K. Geiger showed an interest in pursuing such an appeal, and was offered some advice and guidance for preparing such an effort.

· Comments/Suggestions for Master Plan Chap. 3 on Natural Resources
It was determined that the review committee will be meeting to discuss this chapter on May 12, several days after our next meeting.   All Commission members were encouraged to read through this chapter and send comments to Al Lefebvre.

· Riding Trail at Town Forest
Doreen Richards returned to discuss her request to improve a few flooded sections of the old telephone ROW trail, to make it more suitable for horseback riding.  This matter had been discussed briefly in the fall, and postponed until spring.  She would like to add fill to several low spots.  Mellor and Griska will conduct a site visit on Saturday, April 30, at 3:30 to assess the situation.

· Natural Resources Inventory
Mellor passed out copies of Jeff Littleton’s proposal for preparing a NRI for the town, based in part on previously completed, localized studies.  The apparent breadth of the study, and the projected cost, were noted.  All are advised to read in preparation for discussion at the next meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

· Intent to Cut – Map 3 Lots 43, 44, Goddard Rd. Robert Van Dyke
This cut will include 65 of 109 acres.  Tax maps were viewed and no problems noted.

· DES Letter of Deficiency
Drouin read a letter of deficiency addressed to Damon Realty regarding the dam on the Lower Damon Reservoir.  The letter cited that several issues noted in 2008 had not been address, and that an inspection in June, 2015, revealed 7 conditions needing attention, some promptly.  The letter also called for the development of an action plan to deal with spillway and wall issues over the next several year.  The Commission felt that the required actions, being both extensive and expensive, might lead to the removal of the dam.

· NHDES Shoreland Impact Permit, Map 17 Lot 18, LaChance Dr.
The permit to construct a garage, remove a shed and plant grass was granted with 10 conditions.  Generally considered an improvement is shoreline conditions.

· Application for Wildwood Scholarship
Drouin reported sending information about the scholarship to local schools and speaking directly to some teachers.  He read the letter from Brandon Tarrat, the only scholarship application received.  Mellor moved approval of Tarrat as scholarship recipient.  Simeone seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

· NH Audubon Society Completed BTLA A-9 & A-12 for Fiscal 2015
Drouin quickly reviewed the financial statement submitted as part of an application for tax abatement for conservation lands held in town.

Simeone  made a motion to close the Public Session and enter a  Non-public Session per RSA 91-A:3 – Real Estate.  Rogers seconded the motion.  The Commission members were polled individually, and all approved.

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  April 11, 2016.
	Simeone moved approval of the minutes of April 11, 2016.  Griska 2nded.  All in favor.

SITE VISITS 
Mellor and Griska will visit 221 Robbins Rd. on April 30, to assess trail conditions.

CONSERVATION COMMISSION EMAILS – None

CORRESPINDENCE
[bookmark: _GoBack]Drouin reviewed the correspondence received: 1) flyer about the NH Lakes Assoc. Lakes Congress, June 2-3, 2016; 2) Monadnock Conservancy Newsletter, noting that the annual meeting had been moved to September at the request of some members.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
No reports received.  Griska submitted a requisition for materials needed to post Converse Meadow pipeline route.

NEXT MEETING
May 9, 2016



